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Planning Commission. All such trans-
fers and agreements shall be reported
to Congress by the District authorities
concerned.

§ 644.408 Interchange of national for-
est and military and civil works
lands.

16 U.S.C. 505a, 505b authorizes the
Secretary of Agriculture, with respect
to national forest lands, and the Sec-
retary of a military department, with
respect to lands under the control of
the military department which lie
within or adjacent to the exterior
boundaries of a national forest, to
interchange such lands, or parts there-
of, without reimbursement or transfer
of funds whenever they shall determine
that such interchange will facilitate
land management and provide max-
imum use thereof, for authorized pur-
poses. This law further provides that
no transfer thereunder shall become ef-
fective until 45 days after the submis-
sion to the Congress by the respective
Secretaries of notice of intention to
make the interchange. The law also
provides, in effect, that lands so trans-
ferred shall thereafter be subject only
to the laws applicable to the lands of
which the transferred lands become a
part. Lands under the administrative
control of the Congress, both military
and civil, and that of the Air Force are
within the scope of this law.

§ 644.409 Procedures for Interchange
of National Forest Lands.

(a) General. The interchange of na-
tional forest lands is accomplished in
three steps: first, agreement must be
reached between the two departments
involved as to which lands will be
interchanged; second, the two depart-
ments will jointly notify the Speaker
of the House of Representatives and
the President of the Senate, by letter,
of the intention of the two depart-
ments to make the interchange agreed
upon; third, upon the expiration of 45
days from the date of submission of the
notice of intention (counting only days
occurring during any regular or special
session of the Congress) the two secre-
taries will execute jointly and cause to
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER
an order transferring the respective
lands of each department to the other.

(b) Initiation of Requests for Inter-
change. Requests for interchange of
lands may be originated by either the
military department involved or the
Department of Agriculture. Those
originated by the Department of the
Army may result from land require-
ments generated by newly authorized
civil works or military construction
projects or from authorized expansion
of existing projects or as a result of
property utilization surveys. Depart-
ment of the Air Force requirements
may develop similarly. When a request
originates with the Department of the
Air Force requirements may develop
similarly. When a request originates
with the Department of Agriculture
pertaining to a civil works project or a
military installation, it will be ana-
lyzed and coordinated by the DE with
local representatives of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the using serv-
ice, as appropriate, to determine the
feasibility of and need for the acquisi-
tion of any forest land to improve ad-
ministration of the Army project or in-
stallation and the availability of Army
lands for transfer to the Department of
Agriculture. When coordinated anal-
ysis indicates the propriety of an inter-
change, an interchange planning report
will be developed by the DE, in coordi-
nation with interested local elements
of the two departments and submitted
to HQDA (DAEN–REM) WASH DC
20314, with appropriate recommenda-
tions.

(c) Contents of Interchange Planning
Report. The planning report should in-
clude the following information:

(1) Location of the areas proposed for
interchange, including the county or
municipality, names of the forest,
project or installation, and number of
acres to be interchanged by each de-
partment.

(2) If the areas involved include pub-
lic domain lands, the number and date
of the Executive Order or Public Land
Order by which withdrawn or estab-
lished.

(3) If the areas include acquired
lands:

(i) Approximate dates, methods and
cost of acquisition of Department of
the Army lands proposed for inter-
change.
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